
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 

The Department of Human Development is excited to announce that it is now offering a one-year Mas-
ter of Arts degree in Human Development.  In addition to offering the Master’s degree as a preliminary to 
more advanced graduate work for students who have already been admitted to the Ph.D. program, the 
Department of Human Development is now offering a Master’s degree that can be treated as an exten-
sion of a four-year undergraduate degree or that can stand alone. 

The M.A. degree requires a total of 30 credit hours.  The credit hours must include at least two formal 
courses in each semester, with the remaining credit hours devoted to either supplemental course work or 
research participation or a combination of both.  Each student’s progress is supervised by a Special 
Graduate Committee composed of two faculty members to be chosen by the student from among Human 
Development graduate field faculty who have compatible interests.  In addition to completing 30 credit 
hours, each MA student must also submit a written thesis. The thesis can include, but is not limited to, 
extending an honor’s thesis written while being involved in a faculty member’s lab, conducting an empiri-
cal research project, writing a review or conceptual paper, or evaluating a program.  The specific courses, 
the type of research undertaken, and the content of the final thesis are decided jointly by the student and 
the Special Committee.  Neither the Department nor individual faculty will be able to fund students (by 
providing tuition, insurance, or a stipend) during the one-year Master’s degree.  Students can treat the 
Master’s degree as an opportunity to gain additional research experience and to burnish their credentials 
in a way that will make them more competitive in the workforce or that will prepare them to apply for fur-
ther study for a Ph.D. in departments of Human Development (including this one), in Psychology, Sociol-
ogy, and in related disciplines such as Public Policy, Nutrition, Law, Education, Medicine, or Public Health, 
where some knowledge of human development is professionally useful. 

To apply, simply use the current Cornell University Graduate School application form (online at: http://
www.gradschool.cornell.edu/index.php?p=102). Note that applications to this new Master’s program in 
Human Development will be reviewed continuously; however, it is strongly recommended that prospective 
students apply by June 1st for Fall admission and October 1st for Spring admission. 

INTRODUCING 
THE ONE-YEAR MASTER’S PROGRAM IN 

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

Ms. Bonnie Biata 
Graduate Field Assistant 
G77 MVR Hall 
Ithaca, NY  14853 
Phone: 607.255.3181 
E-mail: BLB5@cornell.edu 

Prof. Barbara Koslowski 
Director of Graduate Studies 
EB10 MVR Hall 
Ithaca, NY  14853 
Phone: 607.255.0837 
E-mail: BMK2@cornell.edu 

Cornell University 
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